
Planning Residence Abroad for
Spanish and Portuguese Hons



Important abbreviations (DELC handbook):
• CHSS = College of Humanities and Social Science (also HSS)

• DELC = Division of European Languages and Cultures

• DPT = Degree Programme Table

• EUSA = Edinburgh University Students’ Association

• LHC = Languages and Humanities Centre

• SLLC = School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures

• PT = Personal Tutor

• SSO = Student Support Officer

• TO = Teaching Organisation

• UoE = University of Edinburgh

• 3 Hons = Junior Honours, or third year

• 4 Hons = Senior Honours, or fourth or final year

• S1 = Semester 1

• S2 = Semester 2

MEL = Modern European Languages; an “MEL student” 
is one doing two languages (and no other subject) 

OSNAL = Other Subject Not A Language; this includes 
all degrees whose title includes a non-language subject 
(e.g. Spanish and Linguistics, Spanish and History)

ECTS = European Credit Transfer System

CEFR = Common European Framework of Reference (for
Languages). Level B2, equivalent to Advanced Higher or
A level, is required for successful study in Spain. 

MCER = Marco Común Europeo de Referencia

DELE = Diploma en Español como Lengua Extranjera

YA = Year Abroad!



Remember:

•Official marks for your year 2 exam results will only be 
released following the Board of Examiners' meetings in 
June 2017. 
•You must pass all your courses at the first attempt and 
meet the requirements for progression into Honours.
•Pass Spanish/Portuguese 2 at 50% or above at the first 

attempt.
• Final language mark: at 50% at the first attempt.
•Resit in August: you will be UNABLE to spend your third 
year abroad.



http://www.thirdyearabroad.com/

where? 
what?
how?

http://www.thirdyearabroad.com/


http://www.ed.ac.uk/i
nternational-office/go-
abroad

*Know your DPT 
before consulting
anything else!*



Things to consider when deciding where to go:
• Accommodation

• Cost of Living

• Climate

• Travel Opportunities

• Term Times (esp. if considering
the southern hemisphere! 
Sem 1 March-July; Sem 2 Aug-Dec)

•What do you know about the 
country, city, university you are 
considering going to? e.g its:
•History
•Contemporary culture (film, 

music, literature)
•Businesses and economic 

activity
•Geography



Read the DELC Handbook and YA Handbook
Check the following link regularly for updates:

http://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-
cultures/delc/current-students/the-year-abroad

http://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/delc/current-students/the-year-abroad


What you will find in the YA handbook

2016-17
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Q & A with 4th years – Tuesday 1st November

•6-8pm G.06, 50 George Square, ground floor



Follow this year’s 3rd years on their journey!
• https://edinburghexchanges.wordpress.com/

https://edinburghexchanges.wordpress.com/


International Office, 33 Buccleuch Place

Very useful if you are thinking of studying/working

in Latin America

GO ABROAD FAIR will take place on Wed 19 October, 12.30 -

4.30pm, in The Venue, Potterrow.

PRE-APPLICATION INFORMATION SESSIONS

• *Friday 14 October, Latin America* - 12:00-1:00pm (David Hume 
Tower, Lecture Theatre C)

• Wednesday 19 October, 12-2pm (Appleton Tower, Lecture Theatre 1)

• 26 October - Online Session, 12 - 2pm, students can register on 
Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/student-exchange-online-information-session-tickets-27539895569


International Office, 33 Buccleuch Place

More information on the International Office:
http://www.ed.ac.uk/international-office/

DROP IN SESSIONS – Tuesdays 2-4pm and Thursdays 10am-12pm

These run year-round for students who wish to come and speak to 

International Office staff.

http://www.ed.ac.uk/international-office/


Mobility online

From 1st November to  
25th Nov 2016

Portal for ERASMUS 
applications and 
international exchanges

https://www.service4mobili
ty.com/europe/MobilitySea
rchServlet

Search here to see which 
agreements are in place 
with which universities in 
Spain and Latin America

https://www.service4mobility.com/europe/MobilitySearchServlet




Erasmus 
grants:
available to 
students
studying on
an Erasmus 
Exchange.

Some
European
work
placements
also qualify
for an
Erasmus 
grant



Erasmus Traineeship
• Traineeship relevant 

to your course and 
job aspirations

• Certified agreement 
between an 
employer and the 
International Office

• Students are 
allocated a “mentor”

• OPEN DEADLINE but
applications must be 
submitted a month
before the beginning 
of the placement



British Council Language Teaching Assistantships
• https://www.britishcouncil.org/language-

assistants/become

• Application deadline: 28th February 2017; 
open 1st Nov.

• Spain: full year October – June

• Latin America – Argentina

(2nd semester only), 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and 
Mexico

• Put Latin America as first choice
if you want to go there

• Like a job application –
take it seriously!

https://www.britishcouncil.org/language-assistants/become


British Council in Spain or Latin America

• http://www.britishcouncil.org/language-assistants/become/spain

• http://www.britishcouncil.org/language-assistants/become/latin-america

http://www.britishcouncil.org/language-assistants/become/spain
http://www.britishcouncil.org/language-assistants/become/latin-america


Points to remember:

•Plan early – VISA requirements, sorting out suitable work 
placements, insurance, and risk assessment (before you go) 
are your responsibility

•Maximize opportunities to use actively your language 
abilities to Portuguese/Spanish!!

•Be conscious of your ambassadorial role for the University on 
the Year Abroad

•Be open-minded, respect cultural differences.



While you’re abroad…

• Students who are on a mandatory Year Abroad are matriculated students at 
the University of Edinburgh.

• It is required that student/staff contact be maintained and recorded
throughout that year.

• Start thinking of your long essay/dissertation topic.



While you’re abroad…

• Semester 1
• Mid Sep - students will be matriculated by the TO after arrival at 

their first placement
• End Nov - students submit Semester 1 self-reflection document

• Semester 2
• Mid Jan – student confirm completion of semester 1 and 

beginning of semester 2 via email with TO
• End Feb – TO contact students about Y4 Options
• End Apr – students to submit Semester 2 self-reflection



UPCOMING YA EVENTS:  

oFriday 14th October – International Office Focus on 
Latin America (12:00-1:00pm David Hume Tower, 
Lecture Theatre C)

oThurs 1st November, 6-8pm G.06, 50 George Square, 
ground floor – meet Hispanic Studies 4th years. 





We are here to help!

•Raquel Ribeiro (current 2nd year):
• raquel.ribeiro@ed.ac.uk
•Room 3.23, 50 George Square
•Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 

(10-11am)

• Elena Sanz Ortega (current 3rd year):
•elena.sanz@ed.ac.uk
•Room 3.12, 50 George Square
•Office hours: Wednesday (10-12pm)

mailto:raquel.ribeiro@ed.ac.uk
mailto:elena.sanz@ed.ac.uk

